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rid hat w eſt and Perſecated; their Profellors weretew, ge? 
iy Þ Fofeſſio T1 Robb - but SN A Religion TIOIPR be..the: Made. of 
$C Cdtritry; fo main; Painted Hypocrites et into the Church, -who, are: nat* ® 
FaBbir Voices'to iſfinguiſfd that Guite is not to be ſeen, till it arrivgto 
' The whole. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, from: the firſt Canary of. __: 
Qhorch, is full of Inſtances 'to, confirm this, That the Proſperit 
6 Reon has: been more fetal to it, than all Fic Fgrſecution. o is 
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ſme back, and forge full”: ?Tis like a Workman, that builds with-one Hai 
and pulls down with tother : ?Tis like a Fiſherman, that, atches Fiſh wh 
one hand and' throws them into the Sea with another-: *Tis like every thin 
that ſignifies nothing.” Toſay a man can be of two Religions, is a Contrz 
diction, unleſs there be two Gods to worſhip, or he has two Souls to fay 
Religion is the Sacred Profeſſion of the Name of God ; ſerving him, beligs 

ving in him, expetting-from him ;,.and like the God it refers to, *tis in om 
and the ſame Obje&, one and the ſame thing perfe&tly indiviſible and -inſe: 
parable ; thereis in it no Neuter Gender, no Ambigous Article , God's? 
® *Z2a!; Mediums are impoſſible. . ;  - 
As to the different Modes and Ways, which are the Circumſtantials of this! 
ſacred thing I Call Religion; 1 won't fay, but that as Ships take diffenen® 
Courſes at Sea, yet to the beſt of their Skill, keeping to the dire& Rules 
of Navigating by the Compaſs, they may arrive at the ſame Port; ſo Chris 
{tians taking different Methods in the ſerving this God, yet going to the bes 
of their Judgments by the dire& Rules of the Scripture, may arrive at the 
ſame Heaven ; but this is nothing at all to the Caſe ;, for no Ship would arrivi 

at any Port, that ſailed two ways together, :f that were poſſible; nor no Mar 
can ſerve One God, and at the ſame time hold two Opinions. There'is by 
one Beſt, and he that gives God rwo Beſts, gives him the Beſt and the Worlt? 
and one ſpoils other, till both are good for nothing, + 536 

I have ſaid already, that both the Church of England, and the Diflenter;; 

. ſaffer in their Reputation for the mixt Multitade of their Members, which is7 
 occaſion'd by their preſent Proſperity : If a Third Party were to Tyrannize 
over them both, we ſhould ſee then who were Profeſſors, and who were” Con." 
feſſors 5 "but now it cannot be : Wherefore, I think *twere well to put both 
Sides in mind of one thing, which they are bound mutually to obſerve ; and? 
that is, That the:Perſonal Miſcarriages of any particular Perſon or Member, is not. 


really any Refleftion upon the Religion they profeſs, nor ought not to be ſo account=- 
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7.Can total and unlawful at the ſame time > - -if it' be not lawfat 
ſe og os I 1 ought to Conform ; but if it be unlawful for me to Con- 
0, Lmulſt Diſleat ; ſeveral Opinions may at the ſame time conſiſt in a Coun- 
103 m aCity, in a Family, but not in one entire Perſon, that is 3mnofſible. 
'0. come to the point ; there are Diſſenters who have ſeparated from the 
of hurch of England, and join'd in Communich with Diſfenting Churches or 
Cc dngregations, T1 hey have appear'd Zealous, Conſcientious,. and Conſtant, ,, 
have born the Reproaches and [nconveniencies of their Party, nay, ſaffer'd 
ſrſeeution and Loſs of Eſtates and Liberty {or the Cauſe : And who could 
JaVe ſo little Charity as to doubt the Stacerity of their Profeſſion :? } And yet 
zeſe Perſecuted, Suffering Diſſenters, to make themſelves room in the Publick 
Advancements, and Glittering Gawdy Honours of the Age, fhall Cogibein to 
Phat which they refus'd under all thoſe Diſadvantages to do before. And 
buck is worſe than all this ; hear O Heavens ! -as focn as the preſent Honour 
s attain'd, the preſent Advantage made, they retura to the former Circum- 
O tance again, and are freely receiv'd, 4 double Crime, as having done no Evil. - 
"8 {know not, I profeſs, what theſe Perſons can ſay for themſelves, and there- 
'h Ire cannot pretend to Anſwer their ObjeCtions 3 but I cannot omit one An- 
wer which ſome People give for them, viz. That this is no Conformity: Poins 
gf Roby but done as a Civil Aftion, in Obedience to the Laws of the Land, 
: hich have made it a neceſlary Charadteriſtick Quality, for admittance into 
£5 Pabli k Employments, which they think it their Duty to-accept, in order to 
ESrve theic Country, which they doubly perform by executing thoſe Offices to 
ike Pablick Intereſt, and by Exclading thoſe who would otherwiſe get into 
thoſe Places, and betray their Country and their Liberties. 
-. I have never met with any conſiderable Excuſe made for this faſt and looſe 
2 Game bf Religion, but this, and this 1 define toconfider a little particularly. 
1. Thasthis-45 no Conformity i in Paint of Religion, ut done.as: a'Civil Attion, How 
| this can be poſſible, remains to:be determined. ?Tis: true, the Morality.of an 
- AGonccouſiſts in its End:; but I cannot: canceive'thatan AQtion purely and 
- originally Religiogs, ſuch as the Solemn Ordinances. of God's Worſhip, can be 
LS Civil Actions b _ End, Deſign,” Will, or Intention-of Man whatſo- 
Tis true, ath which is4 calling God. to witneſs, is an ARtion __ 
ppointed and inſtituted: tothatend, 
Naamas s bowing in the Houſe bom ; to 


 rorſtlp as In- 
X y-bea cuftoma- 


) 
. me, I EOS i 


in Claret, Vie WT p#%y © © God, Tet © Kin? I 2at. 
craments #fe things appropriated by the Divine Inſtitution of Kg binaſelh, 4 
things which have 'no other Signification or Tm __ but what is Divine 2 oY 
Naaman defir'd'to be excuſed in offering Sacrifices to the Idol Rimmon, thePre 
; phet would hardly have bic him go in peace. Some Adtans are not Civil 
Religious, as they are Cjvilly orReligiouſly perform'd, but as they are Civit'o 
Religious in themſelves ; for ſome Religious Attions are ſo entirely ſach, th 
they cannot without a horrid Invaſion of the Sovereignty of the  entzeig 
appropriated toany other uſe, and ſuch are tn eſpecial manner, the Two Sagras | 
ments inſtituted by Chrift.; ſuch was, before Chriſt, the. Sacrifices by Fire ; Anne 
the Judgments of God on Nadab and Abvil 1, for attempting to offer Sacrific e 
with ſtrange Fire, ſtands as a terrible Inſtance of what we ought to think is the 
Will of God in this matter. | [: 
Further, ſpeaking direftly of the Sacraments, Are they not the - lame” 
thing, though differently Admiuiſtred in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, or in-aDiſs: 
ſeating Church ; and how can you take it as a Civil A& in one place, Lov gn 
Religious AQt in another ? This is playing Bopeep with God Almighty, and-ne@ 
Man can tell of- them when they are about a Civil Attion, and when a 
a Religious. But to anſwer ,this pretence at once, Sacraments as Sacrament : 
are REligious As, and can. be no other; if you do-not take it as a Sag 
ment, the Caſe differs; but how can you "ay you do not take it as .a- Sacre _ 3 
ment; an-Oath is to be taken in the Senſe of the Impoſer ; and a'Szcrax 
which is a Recognition of: the moſt Sacred of Oaths, mult be alfo- rakew it 
the Senſe-of the Impoſer; if the Perſon Adminiſtring declar'd at the Adm 
niſtration, He did ror give it as a Sacrament, but only. gave you. @ bit of Brea 
and a draught of Wine as a Friend, or the like, this was. ſomething; but can, P 
Miniſter deliver the Bread to you, and fay, The Body of our Loxd, Feſm 
Chriſt, &e, and'you-kneeling with Reverence take it as hd and repeat 
Reſponſes at the Communion, and fay Amer to the Prayer, and ſay pp A: Ci- 
vil Action. This is ſach Bantering, with Religion, as no Modeſt. Chrilth * 
can think'of without Horror. | 
2. Another Part. of the Apology is, That without it. they cannot be BP. 
mitted into- Publick Places of Truſt , and if they are not admitted, ſuch will? 
get in as will betray their Country and Liberties, and they do it purely 62 - 
ſecure their Country, mich they think their Duty. | 
Theſe are Patriots that damn their Souls to ſave their Country ;, a ſort. of LE 
Publick Spirit hardly to be found in the World, and indeed a Non-entitgt 
in it ſelf; for 'tis a Miſtake ; the Gentlemen who make this Anſwer, put the 
Caſe wrong. For 1 would deſire ſuch to- Anſwer a few Queſtions: | - | 
if the Service of their Country be ſo dear to-them, pray why ſhan 
not chuſe- to expoſe their Bodies and Eſtates for that Service & Engl a £ hag. 
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Af you do not Contorm yon all in aur ſach-a1 

y Me in that oil incur the Penalty, may- con mit t ſpaſs.., 
” 5 that all this Comphiance is not, to be..a re 2k Places, that they 
| X wy Je able to ferve their Country, but to fare the Five hu Tre red pounds, and 
Penalties of that AR. | | 
4 Wb, if we believe the Power of God to be Omnipotent, ſhould we ima- ® 
& that he is not able to AF ok our Country. and Liberties, without our. per- - 
ſecure then, as doing. Evil that How may come, 


den'? 

yoo -"g This is in it ſelf-.no_ Sinful. xa, Ac therefore it 
og Ki. *his is tacitly anſmered-before ;. tho *tis not-a-Sinful AQ 
*tzs either a Sinfid Att in a Diſſenter, or. elſe hs. Difſenting before 
ws Sinful Af. For if he is ſatisfied he does well 7: 4g tao now, 
wh: by: did. he not before? There is but ofle Anſwer for. that,- which is, He is 
herwiſe con = g/to, which 1 reply, if that were true,. he would then as 
tt-cont his New Communion; but *tis. evident the ſame Per- 
as return ous ed tely.to the former Profeſſion as Dilleaters , and they 
i = x L aſe. unleſs it be, that they were conviac'd, and recon- 

6 © an I then " convaled again. AE 
ie have the Folly. to argue againſt the Law It el, -as/a moſt Notorious 
tor the Conſciences of Men, by.making the \ ant Inſtiturions 
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| for Prefermeats an ig that ſome have refus'd: 7008 
Points of COT Ph O phy ; x is hard, Chriſtianity hou'd " ins 
ry a Man-as-far. We, 49g Bin ys gi mind to. be a rs 
Mayor, and is a Diſſenter ; 3 or perhaps he really thinks tis his indi 
Duty to ſerve his Country , if he'is call'd to that, or the. like Of 
perhaps he thinks *tis a Duty: he owes his Family, to advance his C e _ 
the Iik Hogs and he is a Profeſt. Diſſenter ; What ſhall he do ? Let him b do dly dy | 
oo Ries, or openly and honeſtly Conforth! to: the Church, and 

m'd of his: Honour, nor of his ; Profeſſion; {och a Man all Men will 
we God will owns: He need not fear carryiny the Sword to a: Conve i 
or bringing the: Conventicle: to his own e: But to. make the x *i 

dodge-Religions, and go in the Morning-to Church, and in. £ 
to the Meeting, to Communicate in:private with: the-Churoh? 
fave-@'Fenalty, and then go back to the Difſenters and Cot 
2 This is ſuch a Retrograde eeoiony-1 that I can f 


_ nicate.again: 
| Colour of. pretence for in all the Sacred Book. 


h of Encland chore Cho r% 
D8E-1 - -any  Dilning Miniſter can aan bong as 7 bn 

| ame tin xecute a Paſtoral Charge over -a Congregation; 
he riches to fourate from the: Church in; RM Lay-Conannne of Tn 


; "Tis-thot us. FE have already Soba. Contormity or. Non-conform 
am diſcourſing; - but *tis Conformity-.and Nonconformity at the" 
, in-one.and the ſame Perſon,. that 55,che Point ; and doing this: Rs bt. 
cular: Lakes to ſave a Penalty, and Privately; and then, as pes 
o go back and fit-down as not having done it at_all; and a urch, $6 
; this withor taking notice of its: Theſe are the Contrad} i 
ather _ than expe@ to to- ſes reRified. ' Fer 


